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VIEW OF AMENIA FROM YELLOW CITY ROAD — PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STEEPLE ON LEFT, AMENIA SEMINARY ON RIGHT

UWelcome!

The name Amenia comes from the Latin “amoena” meaning ‘pleasing to the eye’. The town is
well named. From DeLavergne Hill to the Webutuck Creek, from the valley farmland and mountains to
the historic hamlets of the town, Amenia is remembered by all visitors as a beautiful place.

Many come seeking information on their ancestors and families. They discover that this town, at
the intersection of the old Dutchess Turnpike and the Harlem Valley Railroad, is rich in history. The
stories of the surrounding hamlets tell about Amenia’s past and mirror some three centuries of life in rural
Amenia.

The Amenia Historical Society hopes that this booklet will assist visitors, students and citizens in
finding not only the information that they seek, but that the extensive resources available on a variety of
cultural and historical topics will lead them down the many fascinating byways of Amenia’s history.

Ke n Hoadl [ey, Amenia Town Historian

Amenia loves its history, and is delighted to share, but...

The work of maintaining our history is done almost exclusively by unpaid volunteers. The majority of the
information is provided to visitors at little or no charge with the exception of the cost of postage and copies.

Please call ahead to make an appointment, telling the archive exactly what information is required. Limit your
search, so that volunteer time can be shared by others.

The only true “drop-in” repository of information in Amenia is the library — during regular hours. Please check
the hours of the archive you are planning to visit so that you don’t waste a trip.

Donations to the respective organizations are not usually refused.




Historic Resources — Town of Amenia

In 2001, the Town of Amenia declared its churches, synagogue and cemeteries
“Sacred Sites - Worthy of Recognition”, a status necessary for historic designation by
New York State and the National Historic Register.

Since that time, St Thomas Episcopal Church in Amenia Union and Temple Beth
David have been declared historic sites by New York State, following further research
and application by their own congregations. The other sacred sites are eligible also.

A word on the phrase, “Worthy of Recognition”. The term describes a particular
historic site or sites that are important enough to the community’s idea of its own past
that its residents believe the site should be recognized, and that its preservation should be
considered in future planning and development. Worthy of Recognition is a local
designation and carries with it no restrictions applying to paint colors, uses, alterations or
renovations aside from those already prevailing in town zoning. It also carries no
funding for restoration or maintenance of the building or site.

Aside from Sacred Sites, each hamlet of Amenia contains a surprising number of
houses, commercial buildings and barns of historic significance, which, along with the
scenic beauty of the area are of great value to the growing heritage tourism market in the
town and county as well.

The Dutchess County Department of Planning’s 1986 Survey of Historical
Resources identified 145 sites in the Town of Amenia, 53 of which were in the Amenia
Hamlet and 20 in the Wassaic Hamlet. = The purpose of the survey was to identify
“districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects” that are of historic importance to the
town. That countywide survey, designed by Dutchess County Historian Stephanie Mauri
is now the basis for expanded natural and cultural resource assessments being done by
both the Town of East Fishkill and Village of Millbrook.

In 2001 when the Amenia Historical Society was researching and preparing the
material on Sacred Sites, the intention was that, in subsequent years, the focus would be
on other historic buildings, which help define the character of both Amenia and Wassaic
hamlets...the bank building, Victorian commercial structures and Gridley Chapel are
good examples. The plan was to follow that survey with recognition of historic homes
and other buildings and sites outside the hamlets that define the town’s landscape.

Ann Linden
Amenia Historical Society
2006
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MANY THANKS......
This booklet was first assembled by Ann Linden in 2005. With the help and
encouragement of many people and institutions, the notable richness of Amenia’s Cultural and

Historical Resources are presented here.
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Liz Shapiro, Sharon Historical Society
Marge McAvoy, Kent Historical Society

Dutchess County Historical Society
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AMENIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ARCHIVES

January, 2006

Books & Pamphlets The Amenia Historical Society maintains a collection of
books and pamphlets which include many titles and authors of Dutchess County.
Among the books are early town records including poll lists, highway records, assessor’s

records and the Precinct Book for the Poor.

There is also a collection of reserve books at the Amenia Library that do not
circulate, but are available for reading during regular library hours. Ask for the list from

the “History Closet”.

Information files

The information files at the AHS archives cover a variety of subjects in the Town of
Amenia, These small collections of photos, clippings and articles are available for
research following the same format as the genealogical files. This is only a partial list:

Amenia Air Field Ice Harvesting Telephone Company
Amenia Field Day Indians Van Amburg Circus
Amenia organizations Moravian missionaries Madame Eckel
Amenia Fire Company Jenkins Bakery Wethersfield

Wassaic Fire Company Lake Amenia & the Federal Square
Amenia ,North Dakota boarding houses Winegar house
Amenia businesses Morgan Cider mill World War II Veterans
Basketball Nine Partners grant East Main Street
Baseball Oblong Valley Thompson’s Chicken
Charcoal & Iron Obituaries Farm

Industries Observation Corps NAACP

Chautaqua Society Organs & Churches Amenia’s Bicentennial
De La Vergne Hotel Rail Trail & 300™ Anniversary
Disasters Railroads Civil War 150thRgmit.
Famous & Infamous Scouts Rivers, streams, mills
Farms Theater (Amenia)

Public & private schools Troutbeck

Bridges Smithfield

Borden’s milk factory South Amenia

Ghosts Leedsville

Fountain Square Wassaic

Historical Markers

Amenia Union



Materials in the Amenia Historical Society Archives
(Partial list, write for more specific info)

A. Town Clerk’s Book 1760 — 1796 (Michael Hopkins, Barnabas Paine, etc.)

B. Amenia District 1 Poll lists for 1876, 1896
And District 2 for 1896 (4 books)

C. Highway records, 1782 — 1837 (1 book)

D. Assessor’s Records, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1890, 1900, 1910 (6 books)

E. Amenia Town Supervisor’s Book — 1888-1915 (Account book of expenditures, many
Names appear)

E. Amenia Precinct Book for the Poor, 1760 — 1797

m

Town Clerk’s Record Book - 1755-1809.

Additional Poor Records 1799 — 1830 (Indentures) and Town Accounts 1817 — 1823

SN

Mortgages — 1850 — 1912

P

Poll Lists (Districts 1 & 2). 1880 — 1886, 1890, 1893 (10 books)

J. Registry of Electors 1894 (4 books) (alphabetical)_ Districts 1 & 2 1894(1 book),
1900(5 books), 1910 (6 books), 1911 (1 book), 1913 (1 book), 1914(3 books), 1915
(1 book)

K. St. James Bible

L. 1book — 18" century documents (DC Hist. Soc) - Mortgages, Deeds & estates
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Lacking appropriate space at Town Hall and the Amenia Library, the Amenia Historical
society has been given space for its archives at Maplebrook School.

To ensure that the archives of the history of Amenia are cared for and preserved, there is
no public access to the file area, However, the public may request files at any time which
may be viewed at the Amenia Library by appointment. Please give at least one week’s notice. In
order to peruse any files, application must be made in writing or by e-mail to:

Amenia Historical Society
PO Box 22
Amenia, NY 1250

by e-mail at: AmeniaHistorical@aol.com or KenH@bestweb.net



Ackley
Adams
Adsit
Aldritch
Alger
Allen
Allerton
Allis
Andrews
Arthur
Atwood
Anson
Averil/Avery
Badkus
Baker
Baldwin
Balis
Banker
Bangs
Barber
Barlow
Barnard
Barnes
Barnum
Barker
Barley
Barr
Barron/Baron

Barstow
Bartholemew
Bartlett
Barton
Bartram
Bassett
Bates
Beach
Beardsley
Beckwith
Beekman
Belden
Beilke
Benedict
Bennett
Benson
Benton
Benham
Bentley
Bird
Birdsall
Bierce
Blackmarr
Blakely

Genealogical (Family Name) Files

Bockee
Bogar
Borden
Botsford
Bouse
Bowen
Bowne
Boyd
Brambhall
Brennan
Breslin
Brooks
Bramon
Brengle
Brockway
Bronson
Broughton
Brown
Brush
Bryan
Brazie
Buckley
Bull
Bullis/Burris
Bunnell
Burr
Burrell
Burke
Bullock
Bunke
Bump
Burton
Bush
Butts
Card
Cargill
Carpenter
Carter
Casey
Castle
Caulkins
Chamberlain
Chandler
Chapman
Chappell
Chase
Childs
Church
Clark
Cline
Cleaveland
Cogswell
Coggshell

Coleby
Collins
Congdon
Conklin
Cook
Cookingham
Costin
Coon
Cotter
Cornwell
Coy
Covell
Cowles
Crane
Crego
Crine
Cribley
Crippen
Cronk
Crocker
Culligan
Culver
Cunningham
Curtis
Dana
Darling
Davis
Dean
DeLaVergne
Delemater
Delano
Demeusey
Denton
Deming
Deshays
Dibble
Denning
Dodge
Dolph
Donaldson
Doty
Downey
Drake
Drum
Dudley
Dunbar
Duncan
Dunham
Duston
Dutcher
Duesenberry
Edgerton
Edwards

Ear;
Elsbee
Eldredge
Eldridge
Ely
Emory
Eno
Evarts
Everett
Farr
FennFerris
Field
Filkin
Finch
Finkle
Fish
Flagler
Flint
Flynn
Fones
Ford
Foley
Foster
Freeman
Freer
French
Frost
Fry
Fuller
Gale
Gardner/Garidner

Garrison
Gates
Gayord
Germond
Gifford
Gilbert
Gillett
Golden
Golding
Goodrich
Graham
Gray
Green
Gridley
Griffin
Grinnell
Griswold
Guernsey
Haight
Halbert
Hall

Hallett
Hallock
Halloran
Hamlin

Hardy
Harris
Harrison
Haskins
Hatch
Harvey
Hawley
Heath
Hebard
Herrick
Hickey
Hillard
Hinck
Hindman
Hitchcock
Hoadley
Hoag
Hobby
Holbrook
Holland
Hollister
Holmes
Hopkins
Horton
Hoskins
Howard
Hubbell
Hug
Hughes
Hunt
Hunter
Hurd
Husted
Hunting
Ingersoll
Ingraham
Jackson
James
Jennings
Johns
Johnston
Jones
Judson
Keeler
Kellogg
Kelley
Kelsey
Ketchum



Kidder
Kilmer
Kilpatrick
Kimball
King
Kinney
Kirby
Klahn
Kipphut
Knapp
Knibloe
Knickerbocker

Knowlton
Lake
Lamb
Landers
Langford
Lapham
Lathrop
Lette

Laut
Lesher
Lewis
Linden
Livingstone
Lloyd
Lockwood
Lott
Loucks
Lord
Lovell
Lowe
Luther
Lyman
Lyon
Lowell
Mann
Marsh
Marckres
Marshall
Marvin
Mather
Matthews
Mayhew
McCord
McDaniel
McDonald
McFarren
McKelvey
McEnroe
Mead
Meissner

Mercer
Merchant
Merrick
Merritt
Merwin
Millard
Millington
Miller
Mills
Miner
Mitchell
Morehouse
Morey
Morgan
Morris
Morse
Morton
Mosher
Munger
Murdock
Murphy
Mygatt
Nase
Nash
Nelson
Nichols
Nodine
North
Northrop
Nye
Oakley
O’Connell
O’Dell
Oldfield
Oliver
Ormsby
Orton
Osborne
Ostrander
Paddock
Paine
Palmer
Park
Parsons
Peach
Peck
Pember
Penoyer
Perlee
Perry
Peters
Phelps
Phillips

Pike
Pitcher
Platt
Plucker
Potter
Powers
Powell
Pray
Pudney
Pugsley
Pulman
Pulver
Putnam
Purdy
Raney
Ransom
Ray
Read
Reed
Reynolds
Rice
Richards
Richmond
Roberts
Robinson
Rogers
Rose
Rossell
Rowe
Rowley
Rudd
Rudin
Rundall/Rundle

Russell

Sackett
Satchwell.

Sage

Sanford

Sayles
Scribner/Schriber

Seeley

Sexton

Sheldon

Shepard

Sherman

Sherwood
Shevalier/Chevalier

Simmons
Sincerbox
Slade

Slaughter
Sly
Smalley
Smith
Hollister
Snow
Soule
Spalding
Sprague
Sparrow
Spencer
Spicer
Spingarn
Springer
Stanton
Stafford
Stark
Stephens/Stevens

Stoddard
Stone
Stoughton
Strong
Studley
Sturdevant
Sutherland
Sweet
Swift
Swain
Tallmadge
Taylor
Team
Thorne
Thurston
Trowbridge
Tichenor
Tifft
Thornton
Tourgee
Townley
Townsend
Traver
Tripp
Tyler
Utter

Vail

Van Alstyne
Van Deusen
Vosburgh
Waldron
Wall
Walsh
Warner

Warren
Washington
Waterhouse
Waterman
Waters
Watrous
Watts
Weaver
Webb
Weller
Welsh
Wells
Westfall
Wheeler
Whitcomb
White
Wicks
Wilbur
Wilcox
Willard
Williams
Wiltsey
Willson
Winans
Wing
Willis
Winchester
Winslow
Winters
Wolcott
Wood
Woddard
Woodruff
Wooley
Wright
Young



AMENIA’S VETERANS

Most researchers begin with family sources such as old letters, mementos, family
Bibles and other family records. Other valuable resources can be veterans’ memorials.
Many who come to Amenia searching for information first stop in Fountain Square in the
center of the hamlet at the intersection of Routes 44,22, and 343. There, Amenia proudly
displays plaques on a wall that list soldiers in the following wars:
Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Civil War, War with Spain, World Wars I and 11
Korean War, Vietnam, and Desert Storm. ( Note: not all veterans are listed there.)

At Immaculate Conception, in the vestibule of the gym, there is a large wooden
Veteran’s Memorial Plaque listing many of Amenia’s servicemen and women.

Military Service Records in NYS Archives (ask for Information Leaflet #4 which tells how to
get information on veterans from the Revolutionary war until the present)

Military Service Records include documents recording the service of individuals who

served in the State’s armed forces in conflicts prior to World War II. The records contain

summary data but no military case files (service, pension, etc.) like those held by the

Federal Government.

Access: Archives’ research room, 11" floor of the Cultural Education Center in Albany.

Records are listed in Guide to Records in the New York State Archives (1993) which can

be accessed online at http://www.sara.nysed.gov.

For more info: New York State Archives Albany, NY 12230 (518) 474-895
e-mail: refserv@unix6.nysed.gov

National Archives and Records Administration

National Personnel Records Center holds Military Personnel Records
9700 Page Avenue World War I and 1T
St. Louis, MO 63132-5100 (Note: a fire destroyed part of the collection)

National Archives in Pittsfield, Massachusetts

census records , World Wars I & 11
Records are on microfilm Phone: 413-445-6885 for access info or write to:
NARA — NE Region, 10 Conte Drive, Pittsfield, MA 01201-8230

National Archives in Washington, D.C.

info on wars prior to World War II
Takes 6 to 8 weeks for request to be answered. You will need NATF form 80 which can
be downloaded from the internet or write to: National Archives and Records
Administration, 7" and Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, D.C. 20408

Research: Harry Jenkins


http://www.sara.nysed.gov
mailto:refserv@unix6.nysed.gov

Amenia’s Veterans, con’t

VEW Post 5444

PO Box 363

Dover Plains 12522

Post Commander: Nick Woodard

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post is on Route 22 at the South end of Amenia,
near Dover Plains. Most of the Veterans who are members are from Amenia and Dover
Plains, although there are members from other area towns, including Sharon,
Connecticut.

Call Marion Long at (845)877-6300 to make arrangements to talk to the Chapter
historian, Meddrick Barto, Quartermaster. He is available at the Post one day a week to
answer inquiries, usually from 10-2 and by appointment only.

The Quartermaster maintains current membership lists as well as member lists
back to 1989 when he took office. He has lists of the past and present Commanders,
Quartermasters and other officers. There are files of military records for those Veterans
who responded to a call for files to be on record locally. He also has charter information
and a list of charter members.

Post 5444, along with the American Legion, is represented at local Memorial Day
and Veterans’ Day Services and is responsible for markers at local Veterans’ graves.
VFW Post 5444 is proud of its work in community service as well.

The American Legion — Commander: Chris Pelkey
For information call: Israel “Sonny” Cohen at (845)877-3811

Veterans’ research: Marion Long, Meddrick Barto, Joe Piantino,
Ann Cohen, Betty Toombs



INDIAN ROCK SCHOOLHOUSE

Contact : Ann Linden

PO Box 172

Amenia, NY 12501
IndianRockschool@aol.com

In researching the 1858 school slated for restoration by the Webutuck Country
Schoolhouse Association little or no information on attendance, class rolls or records could be
found. Nor was there any information from former students who had attended school there. It
was discovered that all the schoolhouse records had been sent to Albany when the school districts
consolidated and the building housing all those records had burned.

Becoming curious about one-room schools in the area, John Quinn - trustee of the
Association - started a project which became much more extensive than originally planned. After
circulating a questionnaire to as many senior citizens as possible, John collected information on
each and every schoolhouse in what is now the Webutuck School District.

He wrote an article for the Millerton News on each of those schoolhouses. Two years
later, the Association was proud to own a large archive of photos, recollections and papers about
all the one-room schools in area, including shared or joint districts. Those articles are carefully
stored and will be combined into a book on education in Amenia and Millerton.

The articles and files on all the schoolhouses are stored with the Amenia
Historical Society Archives at Maplebrook School and are available by appointment.

At the same time, information was collected on the private schools which still continue to
enrich the educational character of the area. Those schools are (were):

Amenia Seminary
Barlow/ Viewpoint
Immaculate Conception
Kildonan School
Maplebrook School
Private Academies

*Note:

The North East Historical Society at the Millerton Library also houses the archives of the one-
room schools in that district. They own a large collection of photos of the students and the
schoolhouses. Since the Webutuck Central School District is a combined district of two towns -
Millerton(North East) and Amenia - there is large archive of information.


mailto:IndianRockschool@aol.com

INDIAN ROCK SCHOOLHOUSE

Webutuck Central School District’s other one-room schoolhouses are listed in the files,
with photos, memorabilia and reminiscences of former students:

Amenia Union Bell School Boston Corners
Coleman Station Dean Hollow Irondale

Leedsville Mt. Riga North East Center
Perry’s Corner Pitcher Hill Sharon Station
Shekomeko Silver Mountain Smithfield

South Amenia Spencer’s Corners Square School

Tower Hill Wassaic WhiteHouse Crossing
Willowbrook Winchell Mountain

TEACHERS and HISTORIC SCHOOL INFO

e Legendary teachers of the Webutuck District

e Other schoolhouse organizations

e Curriculum and activities
AMENIA HIGH SCHOOL
Photos, memorabilia from the original frame Amenia High School, the brick school (now
Amenia Elementary) , Millerton High School and Webutuck High School. There are a
number of “Green Lantern” magazines as well.

2006



AMENIA TOWN HALL

ARCHIVES
Amenia Town Hall HOURS: M-Th 9-5
36B Mechanic Street 3" Sat. 9 — noon
Amenia NY 12501
Town Clerk: Gail Hermosilla
Ass’t Town Clerk: Patty Baron
TownClerk@AmeniaNY.gov ph: 845-373-8118 x100
www.AmeniaNY.gov fax: 845-373-8140

Records held at the town offices include the following:

Births ..... 1882 — 1909
1908- 1918
1918 — 1925 (1909 — 1918)
1929 — 1937 two books
1937 — 1966
1968 — 1975

Marriages ..... 1882 — 1907
1908 — 1931
1931 — 1939
1939 — 1949
1950 — 1968 (1950 — 1962)
1962 — 1973 two books
1973 — 1984
1985 — 1992
1992 — 1998
1999 — 2000 recently returned from bindery:
2001 — 2001 Births 1926-1928
2002 - 2003 Deaths 1926-1928
2004 — 2005 Births, Marriages, Deaths 1847-1851

Deaths ..... 1910 - 1918
1918 — 1925
1929 — 1937
1937 — 1944
1944 — 1949
1950 — 1968
1969 — 1975
1976 — 1987
1988 — 1995
2000 — present researched by Mary Ellen Downey 2005



mailto:TownClerk@AmeniaNY.gov
http://www.ameniany.gov

AMENIA TOWN HALL
ARCHIVES

*note:
The Town of Amenia does not have a genealogist on staff at the town hall. For family
information, please contact the town historian, Ken Hoadley at 845-373-8069.

Other information/copies of records are never given out unless an appointment with the
deputy town clerk, Patti Baron, is made in advance! There are no walk-ins and no
access to files except by staff. There are certain fees applicable as required by New York
State.

Please save yourself a trip and expect no exceptions!

Census Records
There are no census records held at the Amenia Town Hall. However, the following
records are available at the Dover Wingdale Library:
1790
1800
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
(1890 — not in library — location unknown)
1900
1910
for more information: contact the U.S. Census Bureau

researched by Mary Ellen Downey, 2005 2006
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AMENIA FIRE COMPANY

Contact Andy Murphy
845-373-8352

Celebrating its 100™ Anniversary in 1995, the Amenia Fire Company published a
history of the organization. Researched by Andy Murphy and Phil Thompson with
photos of firefighters, engines and important fires, the book is a complete history of the
Company to 1995. There are still a few copies available from the Fire Company and
there are copies in the collections of the Amenia Historical Society and Library.

Also included in the book is the history and photos of the Amenia Rescue Squad
from its founding in 1950 and the Ladies’ Auxiliary (1953).

The Fire Company has an excellent collection of photographs, many of which are
displayed at the Firehouse

AMENIA TOWN COURT RECORDS

Norman Moore Town Justice 845-373-9338

The Amenia Firehouse also serves as the Amenia Town Hall and community
meeting place. Town Court and Amenia Town Clerk’s records are stored there.
Although Court records are public records, researchers must call Norm Moore, Town
Justice for an appointment to view them. Criminal files from the judgeships of Jim
Murphy, Paul Thompson and Horton Buckley are categorized in (more or less)
chronological order, but the cases go back to the judgeship of Carolyn McEnroe.
Many court records are unavailable for casual research due to privacy concerns.

Information provided by Andy

Murphy, Charlotte Murphy and
Norm Moore, 2005

2006
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WASSAIC FIRE COMPANY

The Wassaic Fire Company was established in 1930, and continues today as not
only guardian of Wassaic’s safety but also maintains a fire house which is the center of
community life in that hamlet. Formed because the distance from Amenia hamlet was
too great and the response time too long, the Wassaic firefighters are rightly proud of
their organization. The Rescue Squad is very active.

The current firehouse is the second firehouse...the first one having become too
small. The Company minutes books are in the safe at the firehouse and much of the
history of the company is displayed as plaques and photos on the Firehouse walls. Past
chiefs, for example, are noted in this way.

Current minutes are held by the Chief: information provided by

Nancy Luther  845-373-9557 Bob Bergfels
217 So. Amenia Road
Wassaic, NY 12592
845-373-9341
2006

Meeting in the old firehouse. Note the treasured pool table that later made the move with the firemen to the
new firehouse. It has since been replaced by a shuffleboard game.

12



AMENIA FREE LIBRARY

Amenia Free Library HOURS: Mon. 10-5
East Main Street Tues. 1-6
PO Box 27 Wed. 10-12 3-7
Amenia NY 12501 Thurs 1-6
Fri. 10-5
Sat.  9-2
Librarian: Miriam Devine
amenialib@netscape.net ph: 845-373-8273
www.amenialibrary@midhudson.org fax: same

books on request from the Mid-Hudson Library System

The Amenia Library has books of local, county and state history, biography and
historical fiction, as well as a complete collection on a variety of other topics.
The library owns several paintings by local artists with information on their
lives and work. Often poetry and prose by local writers are featured in library
displays. There is also a large historical map dating from the late 19™ or

early 20" century and two interesting samplers.

At the Amenia Library you will find 4 computers for patrons to use without
charge unless printing is desired. One of the computers is in the children’s section and is
geared more toward that age group. The children’s collection is continually added to and
in the last few years the reference books have been sorted and replaced with more
appropriate research tools.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: DeCost Smith, Agnes Laut and Lewis Mumford.

HISTORICAL BOOK CLOSET (books for library reference only) Ask for list at desk.

HARLEM VALLEY TIMES — bound, hardcopy — library use only
The set of bound issues of the Harlem Valley Times was donated to the library by Eliot
McEldowney when he sold the paper.

Years: 1913
1926, 1927, 1928, 1929
1930 -1932 / 1934 —-1939

1941 — 1949

1950 — 1959

1960 — 1969

1970 / 1972-1979

1980 — 1983 / 1985 / 1988 Information provided by
Charlotte  Murphy &  Miriam
Devine, 2005

13


http://www.amenialibrary@midhudson.org

HARLEM VALLEY TIMES

Bound hard copy issues of the Harlem Valley Times are available for use at the Amenia
Library (see previous page).

Since all issues of the Harlem Valley Times are not available in Amenia, researchers may
want to visit the DOVER-WINGDALE PUBLIC LIBRARY which is located in the old
American Legion Hall at the at the stop light in Wingdale (intersection of Route 22 and
Pleasant Ridge Road).
Hours of the library are: 10 a.m. to 8 pm Mon — Fri (closed Sunday)

9 a.m. to Spm  Saturday

For access to the microfilms of the Harlem Valley Times, ask for Marge Ramsey or Ellen
Tannenbaum, director. Phone: 845-832-6605

Harlem Valley Times - Years available:

1852-1858 Nov. 1943 - Oct. 1945
1870-1881 Oct. 1945 - Dec. 1947
1882-1884 Jan. 1948 - Oct .1949
1885-1887 Oct. 1949 - June.1951
1888-1889 July 1951 — Oct, 1952
1890-1892 Oct. 1952 - Dec, 1953
1893-1895 Jan.1954 - April, 1955
1896-1898 April 1955 - Dec .1955
1898-1901 1956

1901-1904 1957

1904-1908 1958

1909-1912 1959

1912-1914 1960-1990 all years
1.4.13-12.27.13 1991-1996

1915-1917 1998-2004 all years
1918-1920

Jan. — Dec. 1922

1926-1927

1928-1929

1930-1931

1932-'933

1934-1935

1936

1937 Research by Mary Ellen
1938 Downey, 2005

1939

1940

1941

Nov. 1941-June 1943
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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

January, 2006

In 2001, the Town of Amenia declared its churches, temple and cemeteries “Sites
Worthy of Recognition” which gave those historic places not only recognition as being of
importance to Amenia past and present, but was also the basic step toward state and
federal historic designation.

As most family researchers and genealogists know, records of baptisms, burials
and marriages are invaluable in their quest for records of their ancestors. Local
cemeteries often provide names and dates of long-lost relatives. Each of the institutions
have a cemetery associated with the church or temple, or at least had one in the past.

There are several family cemeteries identified and some churches whose
parishioners have been interred in the Amenia Island Cemetery.

For more specific information contact the religious organization or check Van
Alstyne’s book, Burying Grounds of Sharon, CT. Amenia and North East (1903) There

is a copy in the Amenia Library.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Amenia Union was recently declared an historic site by
New York State Department of Parks and Recreation.

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
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GRIDLEY CHAPEL

Info: John Whiteford
845-373-8317 Clerk of Session:
Jean Washburn
112 Scott Drive
Dover Plains, NY 12522
845-877-9112

Noah Gridley built Gridley Chapel in 1873 and left to the Union Society in his
will in 1887. At the time that Gridley Chapel was built, Wassaic had a large population
of both ironworkers at the Gridley forge and Borden Milk Factory employees,
necessitating a place of worship in the hamlet.

The chapel functioned as an independent church, having its own minister and
responsibilities, was incorporated in 1916, and reincorporated in 1929 by the Union
Society. In 1954 the property was transferred to the Wassaic congregation, and in 1991
the congregations of Gridley Chapel and the First Presbyterian Church of Amenia merged
to form the United Presbyterian Church. Both buildings are used for services, although
the larger Amenia church is used most often. The traditional Thanksgiving eve service is
still held at Gridley Chapel.

The records of Gridley Chapel are housed at the Amenia church.
Contact: Rev. Zora Ficarra-Cheathan (see United Presbyterian Church)

Research & information: John Whiteford, 2005

2006

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH

Cemetery is located South of the

South Street, Amenia Hamlet hamlet of Amenia on the West side
of Route 22 (oldest stones 19"
century — currently in use)

Congregation established 1852 building: 1887
Contact: Father John L. Durkin

Secretary: Ann Bray phone: 845-373- 8193
PO Box 109 Fax: same

Amenia, NY 12501
Office hours: 8:30 — 3 M-F
(except holy days)

*note: information is available by appointment only and at the discretion of the church
which may have ethical considerations when releasing information.

Call or fax what info you have and info being sought. Be sure to include last name and
first name for file.

There is no charge. No drop-ins. Archives are closed except to staff.

Information available:

e Marriage records from October 1868 to the present
e Baptisms (1868 to present)
e Funerals (incomplete file)

e School files (to be listed) old school 1881, new school 1954 — 1986
e Antique ledger (rectory)

e Collection of photos of the congregation and Immaculate Conception (to
be archived 2005-2006)

Information provided by Ann Bray, 2005 2006
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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

SMITHFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Smithfield Presbyterian Church Minister: Rev. Robert Vanderlaan
Smithfield Valley Road, County Route 83
Amenia, NY 12501

Congregation established 1742 Current building: 1847

Contact: Frieda Thompson, Clerk of Session

17 John L. Road

Amenia, NY 12501

Ph. 373-8454
Requests for information: in writing please. Include SASE
Available for research:

e “Session books” large books recording births deaths, etc.
minutes of the Session. At Smithfield: books 1943-Present

e “Green book” condensed version of Session books 1787 — 1942
by Arthur C.M.Kelly, published by Kinship Press in Rhinebeck.
Baptisms 1810 — 1937
Marriages 1823 — 1891
Deaths 1890 — 1893
Members 1787 — 1942

Smithfield Cemetery
Earliest stone: 1737 site of the “Whitfield Oak” under which a famous sermon
Still in use 2006 was preached in 1787 by Rev. George Whitfield.

Tree cut down and replaced
Contact: J.C.Webb
845-373-9677
e map of cemetery
e information including all names
e buyaplot

Dutchess County Historical Society has a looseleaf book on Smithfield Church
assembled by Stephanie Mauri, listing marriages 1834-1885 — Baptisms 1835-1886 and
funerals 1834-1886.

There is a booklet History of Smithfield Church by Dewey Barry available at the church.

Research thanks to Frieda Thompson, J.C. & Gloriann Webb and Erica Blumenfeld
2006

18



RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

SOUTH AMENIA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
South Amenia Presbyterian Church Rev. Nancy Thorton McKenzie
229 South Amenia Road nancytml (@aol.com
Wassaic, NY 12592 845-483-0323

Union Society organized in 1759

The Union Society is the underlying organization of the Church, composed of all people
who support and contribute to church worship and activities. Its mission is to insure a
Christian presence in the community. The Union Society owns the church, the property
it occupies and the South Amenia Cemetery, which is run by the Cemetery Association.

Contact: Althea Meade, Clerk of Session Current church is the 4™ building
(845) 373-8855 built in 1880, addition about 1960
aqm54(@bestweb.net

original church: “Round Top
Meeting House”
Requests for info: in writing include SASE Rev. Ebenezer Knibloe

Info on the Union Society: contact Bill Unger, President at 845-373-8375
Info on the South Amenia Cemetery: contact Bob Bergfels at 845-373-9341

South Amenia Presbyterian Church sponsors many community activities including
tutoring and ESL classes, youth groups, and a year around food pantry. UNICEF and
missionary efforts have support from this church. It is a Nutrition site for the Dutchess
County Office of the Aging.

Church Archives include:

e Current Session Books 1989 to the present.

e “Green Book” Vital Records 1759-1989

e Books of Records
deaths, baptisms and marriages also lists of
ministers, elders, and members

e A History of the South Amenia Presbyterian
Church 1759-1959 by Ruth Barlow

e Church Library contains many other interesting
books including Troutbeck Monograph #1 by
Charles Benton
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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

St. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

50 Leedsville Road, County Route 2 Church phone: (845)373-9161
Amenia Union, NY 12501
Mailing address: PO Box 433, Wassaic NY 12592 Services every Sunday

Parish organized: 1849 by Rev. Homer Wheaton.
Church designed by historic architect Richard Upjohn
and built between 1850-1852, noted for its Tiffany windows

Contact: Anne Vance, Senior Warden Weekend: (860) 364-5043
mackaysm@hotmail.com Weekdays: (203) 984-1537
or Sandra Riva, Vestry Member (845) 373-8880

sandra@dovemeadow.com

The archives of the St. Thomas Church include the original books from 1850 including
births, baptisms, deaths and marriages. (If a person/persons are still alive and they not
the researcher, written permission is required in order to release information)

Also in the archives:

original documentation on the church

deed of the church

local people who were original signers

1850 hand-written entries of donors to the building
list of organists for the church

Note: the booklet, A History of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church by Ester Gourlay Pollard
(written in 2002 on the 150™ Anniversary of the Church) is available at the
church.

information provided by Father Brian McHugh, former Vicar & Sandra Riva, Vestry member
2006
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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

CONGREGATION BETH DAVID

Temple Beth David
PO Box 125 (845) 373-8264
Route 343, Amenia, NY 12501

Congregation founded 1929 Temple built 1929

There is no cemetery in Amenia connected to the temple, but there are several in
Poughkeepsie. Call Larry Ross for an appointment to view the CD list of graves.

Also available by appointment only:

Current membership lists 2004/5?

Historical materials connected with the application for historic designation - 2002
Board meeting minutes (President holds these records)

Original members list (in Hebrew) in the temple (1929)

Special memorial list (3 pages) — a list of people who have passed away (no dates)
File of Temple newsletters (current newsletters are available on the web site.

Contact (2006) Larry Ross, Treasurer (845-373-9617)
PO Box 455, Amenia, NY 12501

SERVICES: Sabbath services are every other week. The Rabbi, Rabbi Hershel Jaffe, is
part-time.

HOLIDAYS: Please check the web site for dates and times:
http://www.bethdavid.info/

HISTORIC DESIGNATION

The Town of Amenia recognized the Temple as an Historic Site Worthy of
Recognition in 2001. The building received its historic designation from the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic preservation in 2002. The temple is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places as well.
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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Amenia Presbyterian Church and Gridley Chapel, Wassaic

View of Amenia from Mt. Toby, behind Four Brothers Restaurant. United Presbyterian steeple is on the
left. Note the old wood High School building on the left, replaced by a house when the brick Amenia High
was built across the street.

Congregation organized in 1748 Church in Amenia 1867
as the Red Meeting House Society Gridley Chapel 1873
Minister: Rev. Zora Ficarra-Cheathan (860)-350-3684
The archives at the United Presbyterian Church are said to be in the safe at the Church, as
are the records from Gridley Chapel (file cabinet). See separate page for Gridley Chapel.
Brian Cook’s book, The History & Records of The First Presbyterian Church
Part I: 1748-1910, published in 1997, incorporates many church records. Part II has not
yet been written. The book may be found at the Amenia Library or in the Historical
Society files. Also available:
The current minute book in the possession of the Clerk of
Session: Jean Washburn
112 Scott Drive
Dover Plains, NY 12522
845-877-9112
Vital Records of the 1* Presbyterian Church 1749 — 1956
By Arthur C.M. Kelly, Kinship Press, Rhinebeck NY 12572 (AHS has a copy in the
archives Marriages 1823 — 1891
Deaths 1890 — 1893
Members 1787 — 1942
Research by Jean Washburn & Ann Linden. 2005
2006
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Family Burying Grounds and small Cemeteries
Cemeteries in New York State are by law the responsibility of the town if they are not
otherwise tended (Town of Amenia Law see book 61, Article 17, Section 21 — Cemeteries). Some
of these cemeteries are privately cared for and on private property...visiting them would be by
permission of the owner only.

Knickerbacker/Perry Burying Ground
Old Belden Farm between Wassaic & Dover near Route 22
2001: owned by Brewster Sand & Stone
Earliest stone: 1769

Knickerbacker Cemetery
West side of Route 22 between Wassaic & Dover
2001:0owned by Doris Arnold
Earliest stone 1832

First Settler or Steelworks Cemetery
Benson Road, Wassaic
Earliest stone:1756
(Sackett marker reads 1746, but was installed between 1842 and 1858)

Leedsville Road Cemetery
Behind houses/ Calvin Hotaling
Listed by Mary Reed (daughter of Newton Reed)
About 100 stones, earliest stone:1768

Kinney Burying Ground
On Bel Air Farm behind first tenant house
One early stone standing: Abagail Adams 1768

For More Information...

Burying Grounds of Sharon, Connecticut, Amenia and North East New York by

L. Van Alystyne, 1903, Walsh Griffen & Hoysradt, Amenia (curernetly available from Heart of
the Lakes Publishing , Interlaken, NY.)
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Cemeteries and Burying Grounds
These cemeteries and burying grounds were or are associated with a church. In some cases, the
church no longer stands or the location of the church was changed.

Amenia Island Cemetery (1)

United Presbyterian Church
Route 343, Amenia hamlet

Earliest stone: 1808
Still in use: 2001

Amenia Union Cemetery (2)
St. Thomas Episcopal
Leedsville Road, County Rte.2
Earliest stone:1735
Still in use: 2001

Immaculate Conception Cemetery (3)

Immaculate Conception Church
Route 22 South, Amenia hamlet

Earliest stone: 1830-1840
Still in use: 2001

Old Amenia Burying Ground (4)
Old Red Meeting House - demolished
Mygatt Road, Amenia hamlet
Earliest stone:1750
Last stone: 1884

Separate Burying Ground (5)
No active congregation or building
Bangall-Amenia Road at Separate Rd.
Earliest stone:1779
Last stone 1874

Smithfield Cemetery (6)

Smithfield Presbyterian Church
Smithfield Valley Road, County Rte. 83

Earliest stone: 1737
Still in use: 2001
(site of the Whitfield Oak -1770)

South Amenia Cemetery (7)
South Amenia Road, county Rte. 2

Earliest stone 1786
Still in use 2001

24
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Former Sacred Sites Converted to Other Uses

Methodist Church
County Route 2, Amenia Union Hamlet
Congregation: 1788 — “Old Round Top Meeting House”
Built in 1850
Grange 1888-1931
2001: artist Alex Shundi’s studio-residence (private)

1t is unknown where the church records were sent. The Methodist Church in
Dover Plains does not have them.

Baptist Church

South Street, Amenia Hamlet
Congregation: 1790
Building 1851

In the late 1940’s the church was converted to a grocery store - Lynch’s Market.
The steeple was removed along with the stained glass windows and church pews.
The baptismal tub still exists under the floor today (2006). It was rumored that
the Amenia Baptist Church combined congregations with the Millerton Baptist
Church before World War II, but the Amenia records are not it Millerton now.
For more information, contact the ABC (American Baptist Convention).

When the grocery closed (Cunningham’s Market) in the 1980’s, the building was used by
the State of New York, later it was an Antiques Mall and currently is KJ’s Health Foods
with Red Hen Sign Company in the rear of the building.

The Parsonage just to the North (1883) is a residence/ shared drive with church, being
one tax parcel. It was the Baptist minister’s home for many years. When John Lynch
bought the property and converted the church to a grocery store, he occupied the
Parsonage with his family. Today it is rental apartments.
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DUTCHESS COUNTY RECORDS

Searching for Past Property Owners
Dutchess County Clerk’s Office 22 Market Street — Poughkeepsie, NY

Hours: M-F 9 -5 2™ Floor Sat: Closed

DEEDS: Look for Index of Deeds.
Grantee is the person buying. Grantor is person selling. Start with present owner and
work back. Note: this is a stand-up job, you will be on your feet for an extended period.

e Deeds are recorded by Liber # and page #. Liber is same as Book.

e Book 1 starts at left of entrance door and all are in that section of room.

¢ You may want to get each successive owner, but often a deed will refer to an
early owner and you may go directly back from that owner. The newer deed
usually tells the next owner back.

DESCRIPTION: to be sure you have the same property, you will want to take down the
description and make a map of'it. The boundaries are described by degrees and minutes
and direction and chains and links.

1 chain = 66 ft. 100 links =1 chain 1 link is 7.92 inches. 1 rodis 16.5 feet

For mapping you need a small protractor and a ruler with 10 spaces to the inch (each
space representing a chain) and graph paper.

PROBLEMS: You may find owners with many pieces of property. Property may have come from
wife’s family whose name is unknown. You may have to work on neighbor’s property to find who
they bordered. Property may have come down by will.

MAPS: In the hallway there are two large maps, one about 1855 showing roads and
names, and another also showing lot numbers. It is important to learn patents and
precincts and dates towns were formed, and lot numbers in order to be sure of your
geographical location. At left end of index counter there are maps and 1867 atlas by
towns. There is index of all maps by name and by town. These have to be
requisitioned. In left corner of room there are large recent maps of the County with
owners’ names.

CENSUS: On counter left of door starting with 1865. Lists all of the family and ages
and the agricultural census listing all the crops and animals, etc. Earlier census are on
microfilm at Adriance Library by ten year periods, giving only head of family. 1850 is
the first census to list the whole family. Census records are also available in Millerton.

Census on line: go to the Dutchess County Website: Choose Census in Menu.
2006
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Dutchess County resources con’t.

WILLS: Surrogate’s office is in the Courthouse next door (10 Market Street)

It is on the first floor. There is an index. Make out a requisition slip for will and give
date will is made out and date proved. The file box gives date of death in the petition

and lists all heirs and their addresses. Inventories are sometimes given. Old wills are
located in the archives in Albany, New York.

OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE at the County Clerk’s office
Gravestones, Church records, Descendants, Family Bibles, etc.

For complete listings of information available on the county level go to:

www.co.dutchess.ny.us

Genealogy Searches
- County Clerk
Information about contacts for genealogy searches is available on the webpages of the
Dutchess County Clerk.
For genealogy go to: www.rootsweb.com/~nydutche/

Land Records
- County Clerk

The Dutchess County Clerk's Office has over 11,000 maps dating from 1822. The
modern maps are primarily subdivision maps as opposed to surveys of individual lots.
Very often a map that you may need is mentioned in your deed. All of our maps are
indexed by name. Other land records include deeds, mortgages, satisfactions of
mortgages and powers of attorney.

Vital Records
- County Clerk

Birth, death and marriage records are maintained in the offices of the City or Town where
the birth, death or marriage occurred, as well as in the State Office of Vital Records.

Research by Bill & Janet Burke, 2005
2006
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DUTCHESS COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 88 Clinton House
Poughkeepsie, NY 12602 549 Main Street
Tel.: 845-471-1630 Poughkeepsie, NY
Fax: 845-471-8777 Main St. & White St._

dchistorical@earthlink.net

The Franklin A. Butts Research Library is the non-circulating section of DCHS
collections. It is open to the public BY APPOINTMENT, Tuesday through Friday
10 am to 3 pm
Sat. Sun. Mon. closed

There is a fee of $15.00 for non-DCHS members.

Copies are available at $.25 per page members,

8.15 for members.

Emphasis of the collection is on Dutchess County materials, but the library also holds
information from NY State, Ulster and Putnam Counties. Putnam was part of Dutchess

until 1812 and there were early migrations of Dutch from Ulster to Dutchess.

The library holds:

Maps (DC Atlases 1867 & 1876, wall maps Clipping files by town

1850 & 1858 and other) WIlls (call for info)
Directories Town Histories

Publications of DCHS Newspapers

DCHS yearbooks (1914 — present) Bible Records

Post Cards (19" 20" Centuries) Church Records
Photographs (Duichess 19", 20" c.) Justice of the Peace Records
Cultural Resource Info (4rchitecture & Books for Sale (call for list)

landscape Survey of DC, 17" ¢. to 1990)

Genealogy (Mrs. Mary Lou Davison, genealogical researcher)

Services include surname search or single name search. Please call DCHS for a Research
Request Form and for more information.

There is a minimum fee of 860 for three (3) hours, payable in advance, which includes

the first 10 copies. Additional copies at $.25/copy (discount on copies only to members).
Further research can be authorized in advance at $20.00/hr.
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OTHER AREA ARCHIVES

LIBRARIES

Adriance Library, Poughkeepsie

Dover Plains/Wingdale Library

Hotchkiss Library, Sharon, CT

Millbrook Library

Millerton Library/North East Historical Society
Pine Plains Library

Stanford Free Library

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

Sharon Historical Society
Gay-Hoyt House
Sharon, CT 06069

Dutchess County Historical Society
dchistorical@earthlink.net

PO Box708

Poughkeepsie, NY 12602

Dutchess County Genealogical Society
PO Box 78
Poughkeepsie, NY 12602

Dutchess County Clerk’s Office

AT WEBUTUCK HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY:
Early History of Amenia by Newton Reed

Church History 1748-1910 ed. B. Cook

Harlem Valley Pathways Joyce Ghee & Joan Spence
Lake Amenia Booklet

Echoes of Iron Ed Kirby

Amenia Fire Company 1895-1995

30

845-485-3445
845-832-6605
860-364-5041
845-677-3611
518-789-3340
518-398-1927
845-868-7565

860-364-5688

845-471-1630

845-485-9692
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Amenia Fire Company
Amenia Free Library

ABC (American Baptist Conven)
Adams, Abigail

Adriance Library

Amenia High School
Amenia Historical Society
Amenia Seminary

Amenia Town Court
Assessor

Baptisms

Baptist Church

Barlow, Ruth
Barlow/Viewpoint/Kildonan
Belden Farm

Bible, St. James

Births

Blumenfeld, Erica

Book of the Poor

Borden Milk Co

Burying Grounds of Sharon, etc
cemetery lists

Census

Census Records

Church Records
Computers, public use
Cook, Brian

County Clerk
Cunningham's Market
DCHS Yearbooks

Deaths

Deeds

DeLaVergne Hotel
Documents, 18th century
Dover Wingdale Library
Dutchess Co. Historical Society
Eckel,Madame

English as a Second Language
Family Bibles

First Presbyterian Church
First Settler Cemetery
Food Pantry

Fountain Square

Funerals

Genealogical info
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Grange

Gravestones

Green Book

Green Lantern

Gridley Chapel

Gridley Forge

Gridley, Noah

Harlem Valley Times
Historic Designation
History Closet
Hoadley, Ken

Hotaling, Calvin
Immaculate Conception
Indian Rock Schoolhouse
Information, general
Kelly, Arthur C.M.
Kinney Burying Ground
Kinship Press

KJ's Health Food
Knibloe, Ebenezer
Knickerbacker/Perry
Lake Amenia

Land Records

Laut, Agnes

Lectures

Lynch, John

Lynch's Market
Maplebrook School
Maps

Marriages
McEldowney, Eliot
Methodist Church
Millbrook Library
Millerton Baptist Church
Millerton High School
Millerton News
Mortgages

Mumford, Lewis
NAACP

NorthEast Historical Society

Nutrition site
NYGenWeb
Old Red Meeting House

Old Round Top Meeting House

One-room schools
Organists

Phillips, Ami

Pine Plains Library
Poll Lists
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Pollard, Ester Gourlay
Quinn, John

Railroads

Red Hen Sign Co.
Reed, Newton & Mary
Sackett, Richard
School files

Separate Cemetery
Sharon Historical Society
Shundi, Alex

Smith, DeCost
Stanford Free Library
Tiffany windows

Town Clerk

Town Records, Antique
Town Supervisor
Troutbeck

UNICEF

Union Society

Upjohn, Richard
VanAlstyne, H.
Veterans' Records
Wassaic Fire Company
Webutuck High School
Wheaton, Rev. Homer
Whitfield Oak tree
Wills

Winegar family
Winegar house
Worthy of Recognition
WWII Veterans
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