Town of Amenia

Town Board Meeting

May 20, 2004
THE MEETING BEGAN AT 7PM
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE WAS RECITED
EMERGENCY EXITS WERE POINTED OUT BY THE SUPERVISOR
ROLL CALL

SUPERVISOR HUNDT

PRESENT

COUNCILMAN RUSSELL

PRESENT

COUNCILMAN DEVINE

PRESENT

COUNCILMAN CARROLL

PRESENT

COUNCILWOMAN DOYLE
PRESENT
Emergency Services recognition
Councilwoman Doyle acknowleged members of the Amenia and Wassaic rescue squads for their service to the community.  She thanked the EMT’s and the drivers with pins and certificates on behalf of the Town of Amenia.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Pat Nelligan
Mr. Nelligan asked about the role of the Town Attorney.  He questioned whether she works for the Town Board, all Town employees, or for the citizens within the Town.

Supervisor Hundt said that the Town Attorney does not work for individual Town citizens but there are occasions that employees need to contact the town attorney for legal advice.

Mr. Nelligan said that on April 10, 2004, an employee requested and received permission from the town attorney to issue a building permit.  He said that there is a stack of certificate of compliance in the assessors office that are inaccurate and that the building inspector should do a walk about town to insure the safety and protection of the residents.
James Modaferri-Building Inspector
Mr. Modaferri addressed the Town Board and said that his hours are Tues- Thursday nights 5:30-8:30 pm.  He said that he has done research and would like to establish requirements or standards for demolition permits.  He added that he intends to make sure that all new building applications receive a zoning review and the final project will receive an affidavit of final construction.  Councilman Devine said that he was not pleased when he found out that Mr. Modaferri was not available for appointments during the day.

Town Attorney Arabella Teal said that the Town Board should discuss personnel issues in executive session.  

Supervisor Hundt said that there have been no complaints so far regarding the building inspector or his hours.    She added that a deputy can be hired if daytime hours become an issue.

Councilman Carroll said he was not present during the interviews but he would not be in favor of 

hiring a deputy.

Mr. Modaferri said that he is not able to change his schedule but is very excited to work with the Town and is optimistic that he can make a difference.

Councilman Devine said that he was in favor of hiring Mr. Lee from Pleasant Valley.

Supervisor Hundt said that she is optimistic that it can be worked out so that everyone is satisfied and Mr. Modaferri can continue the work that has been started.
A MOTION WAS MADE TO AUTHORIZE NANCIE BRUSIE, ZONING ADMINISTRATOR TO HAVE A JUNK CAR REMOVED FROM THE MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT BY COUNCILWOMAN DOYLE

SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR HUNDT

ALL AYES
MOTION CARRIED
Bob Cooke- Summer Band Concert
Mr. Cooke approached the Town Board regarding a request for $2,000. Dollars to have a band play at the Amenia Elementary School in August.  He said that he has approached the recreation committee and has also $2,000. In funds committed for this concert.  Mr. Cooke added that the location is a natural ampitheater and the school is agreeable to help with transportation and bathrooms.

Councilwoman Doyle said that she has spoken to the bookkeeper regarding funding this project and she would also like to have money dedicated to the first print of the 300th cookbook.

Councilman Russell said that he is in favor of this project and suggested that other Town events be combined on this day to help make it a success.

Councilwoman Doyle said that they will need to postpone this issue until next months meeting.
Videotaping Meetings
Councilman Devine said that he would like to have a resolution to allow Gary Bonds to videotape the workshop meetings as well as the regular meetings.
Re- Val (Assessments)

Supervisor Hundt said that the Board currently has a draft copy of an agreement but are waiting to hear from John Watch from MSW to have the final figures added in.  She added that there will be a Public Information Forum regarding this.
Comprehensive Plan
Councilwoman Doyle said that they have interviewed Joel Russell and he had been asked to assist the Masterplan Committee in 1988 but was unavailable.  She said that George Rodenhausen is the committee’s first choice.

A MOTION WAS MADE TO HIRE GOERGE RODENHAUSEN, LAND USE ATTORNEY TO ASSIST WITH THE SEQR PROCESS AND JOEL RUSSELL AS PLANNER AT $150 PER HOUR NOT TO EXCEED $20,000. FOR THE MASTER PLAN IMPLEMENTATION BY COUNCILWOMAN DOYLE
SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR HUNDT

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION # 10 OF 2004 ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE WAS MADE BY COUNCILWOMAN DOYLE

SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR HUNDT

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION # 11   OF 2004 REGARDING THE EXTENSION OF THE SALT SHED GRANT BY SUPERVISOR HUNDT

SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN DOYLE

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
BIDS - BANK RUN

Highway Superintendent Stan Whitehead said that they had advertised for bids for bank run.  He added the bid opening was on May 3, 2004.  He said he received bids from Keller, JSK, and D&C.

He recommended the Board consider JSK because they submitted the lowest bid.

A MOTION WAS MADE TO AWARD THE BANK RUN BID TO JSK BY COUNCILMAN CARROLL 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN RUSSELL

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
CDBG- Wassaic Sidewalks

Highway Superintendent Stan Whitehea d said that they have solicited bids for the sidewalk project in Wassaic that would be approximately 1,350 feet extending from the Wassaic Firehouse to the estate of Queenie Luthers property.  Mr. Whitehead said he had specification sheets to four vendors and there were two that declined and they were Rhode, Soyka, and Andrews and also Zarecki Associates

He said that the project must meet ADA standards and the cost estimates are as follows;

Morris Associates...................$7,650          And          D. F Wheeler..................$16,040

A MOTION WAS MADE TO AWARD THE SIDEWALK BID TO MORRIS ASSOCIATES FOR $7650. FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES BY COUNCILMAN CARROLL 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN RUSSELL

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
Stan Whitehead also requested permission from the Board to attend Highway School

 June 7-9,2004.

A MOTION WAS MADE TO AUTHORIZE THE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO ATTEND HIGHWAY SCHOOL IN ITHACA FROM JUNE 7TH - JUNE 9TH BY COUNCILMAN RUSSELL

SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR HUNDT

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
Tractor Purchase
Highway Superintendent Stan Whitehead said that he would like to purchase a tractor from County bid in the amount of $47,325.  He said that he had budgeted $40,000. And is requesting the additional funds for the purchase as follows:

$3,135. revenue from the equipment auction held in March for Highway sale.

$4,190. To be move from machinery line to tractor purchase line.

Town Attorney Arabella Teal said that this would require a resolution at next months meeting or a special meeting to make this purchase.

Highway Superintendent Stan Whitehead added that the Highway crew is busy sweeping roads, fixing potholes, and repairing Flint Hill Road.
Highway Garage
Councilwoman Doyle said there are two potential sites for a Highway Garage and Salt shed and they are the Harlem Valley Materials property and Richard Allens gravel bank site.  She said she would like to draft letters to the owners of the property to request their asking price. Councilman Devine said that he was not aware that Richard Allens property was being considered..
RECREATION

Councilman Carroll said he joined Councilwoman Doyle and a few others to do a walk about with the DEC at the Amenia Ballpark.

He said that the DEC informed him that they would not permit fill to be added in the wetlands but did seem interested to allow the Town to consider the use of a pond and the possibility of two ponds.  He said that it was informative and the park is at its limit.  He said that the property offered by the Lions Club could be used for picnic tables but has very limited recreational use.

Elizabeth Whaley said that the Town could consider the Lions Club proposal to donate the land for use of an interpretive trail for educational and nature trails.
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES DATED APRIL 8 AND APRIL 15TH   (With the deletion of ‘workshop notes on 4/8/04) BY COUNCILWOMAN DOYLE 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN DEVINE

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
Supervisors Report

Supervisor Hundt said that she has received postcards from individuals supporting the Gregorys 

garage and the Town Board has asked the Town attorney to vigorously to defend the Towns actions regarding the Article 78.
Supervisor Hundt said she will be meeting with Kimberlea Rea regarding the Old Amenia Landfill.

Supervisor Hundt said that she will be having a meeting with cablevision regarding optimum online and also about Chanel 6 broadcast.
LAND USE CONFERENCE

Councilwoman Doyle said she attended a 4 day conference (8 hours per day) offered from Pace University at Stewart Airport and she would highly recommend it for those interested in land use issues.

Article 78- Gregorys Garage
Councilman Carroll said that he heard comments at a Planning Board meeting that a meeting had been held in February between the Supervisor and Town Attorney and the attorneys representing the Article 78 and a few residents in Town.  He said that he was upset and would like to believe that the Town is making every effort to uphold the zoning decision made on the Gregorys garage. Town Supervisor Hundt said that she there was no secret meeting and she was not being influenced by anyone.  She said she was not meeting to overturn or undermine the issue; she said she was meeting with concerned residents and invited Arabella Teal because she thought that a legal representative of the town would be appropriate.
Townscape

Councilman Devine said that they were looking for volunteers to help plant 280 flowers in 82 barrels throughout the Town.  He said they would be meeting this Saturday at Four Brothers parking lot at 10 am.
Wastewater

Darlene Reimer addressed the Board and requested permission to forward a letter to Silo Ridge asking whether they are willing to make a commitment to having the treatment facility on their property or not.  She said she would set the date as June 20, 2004 to respond.  Councilman Devine said he did not want to press them into a decision. Councilwoman Doyle said that it would be intended to receive feedback so the committee could proceed.  
CAC

Elizabeth Whaley informed the Board that they are working on a natural resources inventory that would include bedrock geology.  She said that they have obtained a copy of the Town of Dovers water ordinances and the EMC recommends any ordinances of this type be included in the Masterplan such as buffer zones and welands.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Peter Clair

Mr. Clair said that he and other members of the Recreation Committee are in the process of reviewing the recreation budget and that they have been working toward funding a part-time position Recreation Director.  He said he was upset to see that $2,000 and $2,500 were being considered for a one time event and a cookbook that had not been budgeted for.

Mr. Clair said that they are reviewing bids for clay because there have been certain areas that have been neglected when it comes to the ballfields.  He said they are also working on consolidating teams and will need to charge an additional fee for those that live outside the Town.  He said they are working on 2x4 signs at the ballfield that businesses can rent space to raise money.
Sharon Kroeger

Ms. Kroeger said that she and Betty Rooney have formed a committee named the tax study committee.
Elliot Soroka

Mr. Soroka said that the Foodtown Plaza 121-26Q sets timelines for violations to allow for properties to be brought back to conforming use.  He said that the drive thru facility was not part of the original plan and that there are over 9 violations at the plaza that the Town could be collecting $50. Per day on each one.  
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPOINT LINDA BARILLI AND TONY ROBUSTELLI TO THE 

 
     COMMITTEE BY COUNCILWOMAN DOYLE

SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN RUSSELL

ALL AYES

MOTION CARRIED
Elizabeth Whaley

Ms. Whaley said that cablevision still does not offer Channel 6 from Albany but are increasing their rates once again.  She said that dish companies soon will carry WRGB but they do not offer Town of Amenia channel.
9:40 PM  A MOTION WAS MADE TO PAY CLAIMS AND ADJOURN BY SUPERVISOR HUNDT

SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN RUSSELL

ALL AYES






MOTION CARRIED
Respectfully Submitted

 Julia A. Bouffard
Amenia Town Clerk
